OKLAHOMA: GRADY COUNTY: Chickasha, Walmart Plaza on Ponderosa Drive; T6N, R7W, SW 1/4 Sec 3; open disturbed grassy area on west side of street, red clay and some sand; elevation ca 1100 ft; scattered to locally abundant in ca 5 acre area; flowers greenish-white, some with red-brown corolla lobes; 9 June 1999; L. Significance: Galium parisiense L. var. leiocarpum Tausch represents an extension west from north central Arkansas (Baxter, Fulton, Newton & Pope Counties). This is a rather significant jump to the west from Ozarkian woodlands habit to a relatively open mid-grass prairie habitat. The Galium pedemontanum (Bell.) All. is an extension northward and westward from southern and eastern Oklahoma (Taylor & Taylor 1994) . I would guess that both species arrived in Chickasha via freight being delivered to the WalMart Shopping Center. The Oklahoma City location is near an area with numerous visitors, and next to an interstate highway, so there are several possibilities that might account for its presence at this location. It may be worth checking similar locations in other cities in Oklahoma for these species and other possible introductions.
